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know their own parents. Those who have still main-
tained contact with their own parents, owing to early
separation, will not be of special interest to them.
The wedding ceremony can be curtailed to cost less
than one hundred dollars.

The relations among the members of the Chia and
between the affinal relatives are greatly modified by the
new institution. The girl brought up from an early
age by her future mother-in-law, becomes, as I have
observed in many cases, very closely attached to the
latter and feels towards her just like a daughter,
especially in the frequent cases where there is no real
daughter. Even those who are badly treated by the
future mother-in-law become used to their position
and do not thus experience a crisis- after marriage.
Thus the conflict between the mother-in-law and the
daughter-in-law is often not so acute, even if not
entirely avoided. Affinal relation is very loose, and
in many cases is entirely eliminated.

The number of siaosiv has increased during the last
decade. Among the married women, 74 out of 439,
or 17 per cent, had been siaosiv before marriage.
But among the unmarried girls, there are 95 siaosiv
against 149 non-siaosiv. This amounts to 39 per
cent. On the average there is one siaosiv for each
2*7 households. This figure is very instructive. But
it is too early to predict the further development of
the institution. Traditional marriage is still the pre-
dominant institution, both in frequency of occurrence
and in the regard of the people. The siaosiv system
is despised, since it develops at times of economic
depression and is usually practised by poorer families.
Moreover, its effect in loosening ties of affinal relation-
ship, affects the normal working of kinship organiza-